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White Men: Losers of the Culture War.  
The appointment of Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson 

Kim Green 

 
 

It is indeed about race… And, disrespect and bias and glaring injustice.  

Let me give you an example. Just a couple of days ago, a white man and his cousin 

had an idea. They were going to fly their Red-Bull-sponsored Cessna planes 

individually, then the plan was to have both planes take a nose dive while the two 

pilots switch planes in mid-air. This death-defying feat was going to be live-streamed 

on Hulu. As protocol would require, the lead pilot, Luke Aikins, asked the FAA (Federal 

Aviation Administration) for permission to do it. The FAA denied the request because 

of safety concerns. Luke, audaciously decided to do it anyway, without informing his 

team or caring about his family just for the sake of a “white-manly” daredevil feat.  

 

Later that day, Mr. Aikins went on TV and shamelessly “took responsibility” for his 

outrageously irresponsible actions. In response to this incident, the statement from 

Red-Bull Corporation was: “He took responsibility and we look forward to our 

continued relationship.” The statement  went on to congratulate Aikins, calling him a 

“courageous, highly-skilled athlete who has been honest about his role in the 

incident.” 

Luckily, no one died.  

However, there was no mention of the FAA suspending or taking his Aikins’ pilot’s 

license or the cost of the damaged Red Bull plane. And, the world goes on, hoping this 

will not bring attention to the egregious blatancy of white supremacy that rules our 

land. Imagine this same scenario, if the pilots had been Black. 
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It is mindboggling the benign ways that the world treats people with white skin who do 

unacceptable things. This is not news. But it is always unfathomable. And this still goes 

on, even in what one white writer called the age of “failing white men.”  According to 

CNN’s African American journalist, John Blake, “There's nothing more frightening in 

America today than an angry White man.” 

 

And, that is the very group of men (and women) who spent several days interrogating 

Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson, trying their hardest to dismantle her credibility and show 

their disdain for her, in hopes that her nomination to the Supreme Court would not 

pass. Of course, it did and the larger world rejoiced. This exploration is less about 

Ketanji Brown Jackson’s brilliance and the stellar example that she is for all of us, but  

more about the cultural phenomenon of the crumbling white male power structure. 

This is a look at our shifting  world in which we live, where we are seeing witnessing the 

last ugly vestiges of all that ever was. This is our opportunity. 

 

In an effort to be balanced and empathetic, any rational person (if they try) can see that 

white man’s behavior, is somewhat understandable. These white men’s desperation to 

tear down Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson is palpable. Unfortunately for them, she is just 

a stunning example of who we are and what we can achieve with the nose-to-the-

grindstone approach that has gotten us to unimaginable heights of excellence 

throughout our history in America. Our achievement is a reason for white men’s pain. 

As they chanted in Charlottesville, “We will not be replaced.”  

 

It is true that no human being who was erroneously raised to believe that they are the 

superior race and have always enjoyed the luxury of omnipotence, would cheer for a 

Black woman with exemplary education, proven success and natural hair to go from 
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Judge to Justice in the blink of an eye. Not to say that it wasn’t a lifelong of hard work 

and determination and being told “no” at her every turn, but KBJ ascended, regardless 

of white attempts at mental oppression.  Despite the interrogators’ embarrassing and 

childish efforts to stop the world from further chipping away at their superiority, the 

effort to intimidate and stop her, failed. And it will continue to because these are the 

heart-wrenching facts:  

 

• Ketanji Brown Jackson attended Harvard (Just like Ted Cruz one of her biggest 
public detractors) She graduated magna cum laude from Harvard University, 
and cum laude from Harvard Law School, where she was also an editor of 
the Harvard Law Review. 
 

• KBJ clerked for three different Federal Judges including Justice Clarence 

Thomas and Justice Stephen Breyer (whom she is replacing) 

• Obama also interviewed her for this seat at the death of Antonin Scalia 

• She served as a Federal Public Defender to experience how the law works from 

all angles from 2005-2007  

• She had her own law practice but the rigor was too much and she chose a more 

balanced life to consider her family’s needs (which says a lot about her 

character) 

• Ketanji Brown Jackson will be the only justice on the new court who served on 
the US Sentencing Commission from 2010-2014 

• The Senate has confirmed Judge Jackson three times 
• KBJ was confirmed to the U.S. Sentencing Commission in 2009. She received 

bipartisan support for her appointment to the District of Columbia Circuit Court 
on a bipartisan basis in 2013 and unanimous support for her appointment to the 
District of Columbia District Court in 2021. 

• She serves on the board of the prestigious Private school, Georgetown Day 

School. 
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With all that being truth, the aggressive treatment that she suffered at her stressful 

hearing demonstrated just how unfair and manipulative white men can be, when they 

are threatened. Writer and author, Andrew Yarrow wrote a cogent argument for the 

Coalition on Human Needs (CHN) website entitled, “What’s Happening to Failing 

White Men.” The article effectively chronicles the demise of the white male patriarchy 

that our nation has been built upon for as long as this nation existed. To explore this 

phenomenon, Yarrow’s article gives rarely written about facts and mine attempts to 

expose why, from a Black perspective, it is seemingly so painful for white men to give 

up the power to which they continue to believe they are entitled.  Of course, with the 

biased mentality that has being instilled in them before their birth, white men continue 

to prove that they are willing to take down everyone and everything in their midst, 

including their own cousin while participating in a silly and illegal plane trick.   

 

Yarrow’s article includes this alarming sentence: “At least 20 percent of the nation’s 90 

million white men have been pushed to the sidelines, either retreating or storming out 

of the mainstream of American life.”  

 

And, we know this to be true as America is living through the storm. The growing 

memberships of hate groups, old and new including the Promise Keepers, The Proud 

Boys, Hammerskin Nation, League of the South, Nationalist Social Movement, and the 

perennial KKK are growing all over the world. White men are mad and showing it by 

banding together and taking up arms, literal and emotional. They no longer want 

“Mainstream” American life if that includes a Black President and a Black first lady. 

They don’t want a life that includes a manager that is Black and female and more 

educated than he is. They don’t want a Black family moving in across the street. And 
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they definitely can’t have a gay colleague sitting so close to them in their cubicle. This 

everchanging world that is giving voice to the voiceless and deserving, is a horror film, 

playing over and over again in white male heads. Short of stomping up and down and 

spilling their milk, white men are becoming increasingly violent, disenfranchised and 

diving headfirst into the safety of “compromised mental health.” When they simply 

can’t tolerate the very idea of sharing power, air and earth with others, they let it out by 

shooting up schools, post offices, work places, factories, supermarkets, county fairs and 

nightclubs. What we witnessed at the Ketanji Brown Jackson hearings was just another 

soul deep white man temper tantrum.   

 

In Yarrow’s “Failing White Men” article, he also writes, “Many of them are mad as hell. 

They have good reason to be angry, although their venom all too often is turned on 

scapegoats: women, immigrants, government, African Americans, and Latinos.” Yarrow 

also points out their “Declining fortunes which is wreaking havoc with the nation.” He 

goes on to say that, “With fewer responsible (white) fathers, our (white) children suffer. 

With fewer men engaged in civic groups and more distrustful and angry toward 

government, our public life suffers. Still further, add in the suffering from rising 

mortality due to suicide and opiate and alcohol poisoning.” From a fellow white man’s 

perspective, it sounds like the end of civilization. We know it’s not. 

 

Despite white men’s extensive list of concerns, I am proud at how Justice Jackson held 

her own with formidable “grit and grace,” as Senator Corey Booker remarked, in those 

shameful hearing proceedings. I often wonder, if collectively, my Black sisters felt what 

I felt in watching the debacle? Gravely out of character, I must admit that I thought, if it 

were me sitting up there and those ridiculous men were attempting to erase my 

excellence, it would have been a visceral reaction that I would not have been able to 
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control. I still cringe at the negligence of a narrow white man world that cannot see 

how deeply we hurt when we are assaulted with disgraceful disrespect which is always 

aimed at us, no matter what we have done, achieved or earned. It hurts to have our 

qualifications, accomplishments and proven records of success questioned, taunted, 

misconstrued and misstated after all we have had to go through. How dare (fellow 

Harvard graduate) Ted Cruz try to indict Brown endlessly for being too light on 

pedophiles when it is documented that she did what the majority of judges in the same 

position had done in similar cases?  How dare Lindsey Graham go back 20 years to 

Guantanamo Bay, accusing her of siding with criminals? How dare fake news Fox 

reporter, Tucker Carlson, publicly demand to see her LSAT scores? Our parents have 

always been right, we have always had to work harder than our peers for half of the 

reward. Until now.  

 

What madness, we are witnessing.  

 

As Justice Brown sat and listened to hours of unnecessary questions about her 

character, her past, her fairness and experience, the circus went from maddening to 

absurd when she was asked if she could judge a Catholic fairly? Or, if it is right to teach 

kindergarten students that babies are born racist?  Or, the best question ever was 

offered by a white woman; Marsha Blackburn of Tennessee asked KBJ “What is a 

woman?” (Marsha Blackburn joins the ranks of white men. She is a Karen.) 

 

It could only be white male absurdity that could fuel a group of professional and 

formerly upstanding members of our government to come together as an angry mob 

to create such a demeaning experience, already knowing that the likelihood of her 

appointment was extremely high. Instead of genuinely embracing the historic nature of 
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Justice Jackson’s moment and all that it means for the world, again, they chose the 

theater that appeals to their rowdy and alienated party. For them, it’s always about 

engaging the mob. It saddens me that they couldn’t override their resistance to see the 

value in Justice Brown’s appointment. But fairness, equality and truth has never been 

their priority.  

 

Smh. 

I mention these ten  Yarrow-supplied facts not to justify white men’s unacceptable   

behavior but to clarify what we as a people are up against in trying to coexist with 

these damaged and underserving individuals.  

Facts: 

1. Today, fewer than seven out of ten American (white) men work; in the 1950s, 

nine out of ten worked. 

2. Since the 1970s, inflation-adjusted incomes for the bottom 80 percent of men 

have fallen, with the most dramatic declines occurring among the bottom 40 

percent, most of whom have less than a college education. 

3. Today, just half of men are husbands; in 1960, three-fourths of men (and 

women, of course) were married.  

4. As Barack Obama leaves office, only two out of three children live with their 

fathers; when John Kennedy was elected President, nine out of ten children 

lived with their fathers. 

5. Today, 43 percent of 18-34 year old American (white) men live with their parents 

(compared to 36 percent of Millennial women); in 1960, about 28 percent did. 
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6. There are 36 percent more women in college than men, whereas in 1970, there 

were about 35 percent more men than women in college. 

7. In 2013, mortality rates among less-educated, middle-aged white men and 

women were about 20 percent higher than they were in 1998. 

8. Men appear to be 50 percent less likely to trust government than women. 

9. In recent years, there has been a roughly 20-point gender voting gap, with white 

men being much more likely not only to vote for Republicans but to express 

disillusionment and anger toward government; until about 1980, men and 

women voted roughly evenly for Democrats and Republicans. 

10. Membership in civic groups – including primarily male service organizations like 

the Masons, Rotary, Elks, and Kiwanis – have fallen by between one-third and 

two-thirds since the 1960s. 

 

Although some of these statistics are dated, they offer the grim picture of what white 

men are experiencing as they witness their own demise. These statistics put some 

things in perspective but not all. For example, regarding fact #3 of the list, I found 

another important statistic that relates to more recent marriage statistics. In 2019, 

about 82.4 percent of male-male couples in the United States were white. 

(Statista.com) This is even more bad news for white men who are still trying to live out 

the nostalgia of white heterosexual ideals displayed in “Father Knows Best.”  

 
The question remains, why are white men so angry? According to the Federal Reserve, 

“The typical White family (still) has eight times the wealth of the typical Black family 

and five times the wealth of the typical Hispanic family.” The legal profession is still an 

unbalanced field that is filled with white attorneys and judges. In 2015, only 5% of 

attorneys were Black. There have been only 115 supreme court justices with only  two 
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African Americans and never an African American woman. Apparently, white men can’t 

grasp why this is happening? And, they can’t accept that it must happen, with or 

without them. 

 

From a cultural perspective this writing intends to offer a new perspective of the 

opportunities that exist. The crumbling of the “white man” shows us that clearly the 

infrastructure which we have always known and relied on has weakened. The gloss of 

whiteness gets tarnished each time white men buckle under the pressure of inclusion. 

We are here. And, we are able to have it all, if we are serious and clear about what 

having it all means to us. We must shed the white modelling of “power, greed and 

money before all else” which is the American way to which we have fallen. African 

Americans must remember that we have always used our ingenuity to create 

something wonderful, fresh,  and insightful and deeply desired and imitated by the rest 

of the world. Needless to say, without proper credit. As a people we have to know 

what it is ours and build on it. We can’t give up. We can’t accept “no.”  We have to 

keep striving. We have to push through the daily obstacles, tangibly, psychologically 

and emotionally. Our ability to do that has made us the formidable people we are. 

People, there is a crack in the foundation. It is our time to rebuild. In the words of 

Audre Lorde, “When I dare to be powerful, to use my strength in the service of my 

vision, then it becomes less and less important whether I am afraid.”  


